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4VAC15-40-270. Game: In General: Sale of Unclaimed Taxidermy Specimens by Licensed 
Taxidermists. 

 

Summary 

This proposal would allow taxidermists to sell unclaimed mounted or processed hides of black bears. 

Proposed language of amendment 

 
4VAC15-40-270. Sale of Unclaimed Taxidermy Specimens by Licensed Taxidermists. 1 
Unclaimed mounted native wildlife specimens or their processed hides, when taken in accordance with 2 
the provisions of law and regulations, may be sold by a Virginia licensed taxidermist with the exception 3 
of black bears, migratory waterfowl, migratory birds and state and federally listed threatened and 4 
endangered species. 5 
 6 
A mount or processed hide shall be considered unclaimed if it has been left in a taxidermy place of 7 
business for more than 30 days beyond the period the mount was to remain on the premises pursuant to a 8 
contract. This contract must inform the owner of the possibility of such sale. After the 30-day period a 9 
notice by registered or certified mail with a return receipt requested must be mailed to the owner of record 10 
therein, instructing him to reclaim the mount within 15 days of the notice. This notice shall identify the 11 
species and the date it was received, set forth the location of the taxidermist facility where it is held, and 12 
inform the owner of his rights to reclaim the mount with 15 days of this notice after payment of the 13 
specified costs. This notice shall state that the failure of the owner to reclaim the mount or hide within this 14 
15-day time frame may result in the sale of the unclaimed mount or hide. 15 
 16 
If a mount or hide is not claimed after the return of a signed certified receipt and within the 15-day period, 17 
then the taxidermist may sell the mount for an amount not to exceed the remainder of the amount of the 18 
original invoice plus reasonable administrative and storage costs. Within seven days of the sale of any 19 
unclaimed mount the taxidermist shall notify the department in writing of the name, phone number and 20 
address of the purchaser, invoice price, species sold, taxidermist, and previous owners' name, phone 21 
number and address.  Upon receipt of such paperwork for a bear mount or hide, a Conservation Police 22 
Officer will review the paperwork and will provide the purchaser a form that will remain with the mount. 23 
 24 
For the purposes of this section, a mount is defined as the processed hide, pelt, or skin of an animal 25 
affixed to a form for display.  A processed hide, pelt, or skin is one that has been tanned, cured, 26 
chemically preserved, or converted to any usable form beyond initial cleaning, stretching, and drying by 27 
the taxidermist or his or her agent.  Nothing in this section shall permit the sale of skulls, claws, teeth, 28 
unprocessed hides, or any other parts of a bear that are not a legitimate part of the mount.29 
 
 

Rationale: 

This proposal to remove black bears from the list of exceptions for sale was a request on behalf of the 
Virginia Taxidermists Association (VTA) and its membership. This request was made to facilitate the 
recovery of financial losses associated with the mounting or processing of black bears that are unclaimed.  
 
  


